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The Scratching Post 
October, 2018 

Football 
By Jayda Peterson 

Freshman Alex Rundell and senior Seth Dvorak are 

our school’s football team. They play in a co-op       

arrangement with Leyton schools. They have to leave 

school 30 minutes early just to make practice in time 

and as Alex said, “They still aren’t on the field fast enough.” I asked 

both how leaving the school early is affecting school work. Seth said, 

“It’s tough and exhausting, somedays it’s like a 12-hour day.” Alex 

added, “It’s hard for me because I don’t get as much help from the 

teachers.” Another question I had was, “Is it easy to fit in on the 

team?” Both of them answered “yes.” Alex commented, “The team is 

like one big family; they treat us like any teammates would treat each 

other.” Seth had grown up around football, so when I asked him his 

favorite part he didn’t have a direct answer, he said he likes 

“everything.” Alex mentioned his favorite part about playing football 

is getting to hit people because it’s fun. They haven’t won a game yet 

because it’s still very early in the season, but soon they will be domi-

nating other schools. 

      

     

 

 

 

   

Schools  Scores 

Bayard  14-57 

Morrill  32-70 

Brady  18-63 

Seth Dvorak #24 going in for the touchdown 
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 Veterans Day Program, Monday, November 12th 
Each year, the students and staff of Banner County School host a Veteran’s Day Program to  hon-

or and thank all who served in the United States Armed Forces. This year, our program will take 

place on Monday, November 12th, beginning with a breakfast at 8:00am for veterans and active 

duty servicemen and women hosted by the BCS       Student Council.  

The program begins at 9:00am in the gym, which will include a slideshow featuring veterans 

and active duty family members related to our students and staff. Your help is needed to create 

this visual recognition of these valued members of our community! Submit original photos to be 

scanned and included in the presentation. All photos will be returned. If more than one photo is 

submitted, please be sure to include a description (such as a 

name or note on the back of the photo).  

Here is the information that should be included: 

Name of student(s) 

Name of veteran (or active duty serviceman/woman) 

Veteran’s relationship to student(s) 

Branch of Service 

 

You can also include: 

Rank 

Years of Service 

War (WWII, Korean, Vietnam, Gulf, War on Terror) 

 

Photos need to be submitted by October 26th for inclusion in the slideshow. Please feel free 

to call Dr. Browne if you have questions. Thank you in advance for contributing to our Veterans 

Day Program!  

ANNUAL ASBESTOS NOTIFICATION 
The Federal Government and the State of Nebraska require that all patrons and staff of each 

school have an opportunity to view the School Asbestos Management Plan for each building 

within the district.  Please be advised that the Asbestos management Plan for Banner County 

School District is on file in the Superintendent’s office and available for public inspection at any 

time with proper notice.   

This school is required to conduct an AHERA inspection every three years by a certified in-

spector.  The inspection reports are available by request in the Superintendent’s office.  Every 

six months, the school is required to survey the asbestos material to ensure there is no change 

or damage to the material.   

Asbestos containing material is located in the following areas; 

East entry to old gym (friable; closed and sealed to the public) 

All 9x9 floor tile (non-friable) 

Transit in kitchen, entry doors, science room (non-friable) 

On February 21, 2017 an AHERA inspection was performed by Enviro Tech, Inc. based out of 

Scottsbluff, Ne.  All of the locations listed above containing asbestos materials were inspected 

producing favorable results.   

There has been no fiber release during the past 

year.  If you have any questions, please contact 

Tod Wenger, Designated Person, or Dr. Evelyn 

Browne, Superintendent.   
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Nebraska Game & Parks Archery Program  

at Banner County School 

Angie Hilbert 

For two weeks during September, the Nebraska State Game 

and Parks archery instructors came and taught archery history 

and shooting techniques & skills to our 4th-9th grade Physical 

Education and Wildcat Pride students. This educational pro-

gram was a hit with our students!    Mycala Jones who has never 

shot archery before stated how “she loved it and thought it was 

fun!” Aubrey Clement also stated how she thought that the ar-

chery program was “awesome!” Thoughts from the elementary 

students were: “...archery is so fun, I had my mom go and buy 

me a bow and arrows!” “I can’t wait until tomorrow, so we can 

shoot again!” 

Homecoming Highlights: Spirit Day Pep Rally 
By: Haddie Grubbs 

 

On Thursday September 20th we started our day by going to the gym and having a Pep 

Rally. The elementary came and we played a fun game together. After the game was over and 

when the elementary students went back to their 

classrooms the high school students went and sat 

back down in the bleachers. Once everyone was all 

seated, Mr. C introduced us to Jen Pedersen, who 

works at WNCC as an English teacher and the divi-

sion chair of the English department. She talked to us 

about how important doing extracurricular activities 

is and how they will help us in the  future.     

Oct. 1 – 3 8am - 4pm 
Oct. 4  8am - 5pm  
  6pm - 8pm  
Oct. 8   8am - 4pm 

 
Visit during Parent-Teacher 
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Superintendent Interview  
By Jonathan Vrtatko 

 

I sat down early in the year to interview our new superintendent, Dr. Evelyn Browne. 

“What does a superintendent’s job consist of?”  I asked. 

 

“A superintendent’s job consists of steering the ship and getting us where we want to be, along 

with a lot of other things. For example, hiring new employees, creating and editing the teacher 

contracts, being the safety director, lots of filing reports with the state and  paper work, also the 

food program. My job also has to do with educational leadership. In BCS (Banner County 

Schools) personalized learning is important. The student to teacher ratio is very low, giving stu-

dents a chance to visit with the teachers and get help with daily life and/or assignments when 

necessary.” 

 

“What places have you traveled to?” 

 

“I have visited most of the states on the east coast down to Florida, New Mexico, Montana, New 

Jersey, Philly, Nebraska.” “I have also visited Sweden, Switzerland, Czech Republic, England, 

Germany, Italy, Spain, France, and Ireland.” 

 

Out of all of the places you have visited and lived which ones are your favorite?” 

 

 “By far my favorite place to live is Ireland, in a close second—Nebraska!“ 

 

“Who is your favorite poet and why?”  

 

“My favorite poet is William Butler Yeats. I enjoy the imagery in his poetry and he really gives 

vivid ideas. While in Ireland I visited Thoor Ballylee, a tower which was a cold, rough, and pri-

vate house where Yeats lived.”  

 

“Why did you choose to enter the education field?”  

 

“When my children were in school I was a Cub Scout Den Leader for my son at 6 or 7 years’ old. 

I then decided to go back into teaching because I loved it so much.” 

 

“What is your favorite thing about Banner County?  

 

“I love the space! There is very little traffic, you can see the stars at night, the independence of 

the citizens! Being so far from town and not having services at everybody’s fingertips and I think 

that this makes everybody better planners and makes people more creative and innovative. By 

far my favorite thing about Banner County is the teaching staff that is open to new ideas and ded-

icated to the students, making them successful, and teaching them what they need for the future. 

With these things anything is possible! I would also like to deliver a school newspaper to every 

home in the county. “ 
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 

 
September 10, 2018 

Awards and Recognitions:  

-Jessica Orpin and Wittni Boettcher on their development of our PK program which was approved by 
the NDE as providing a high quality early childhood experience.  
-Deven Sullivan - medalist at Scottsbluff and Gering XC meets 
-Nebraska State Fair Academic Competition participants: Kathryn Blankenship, Lily Teeple, Kairyn Miller, 
Delaney McGowan, Jacob Parsons, and Adam Knaub. They represented Banner County School well. 
-Kathryn Blankenship for placing 1st in Spelling and receiving Honorable Mention in Science; Delaney 
McGowan placed 2nd in Science and received Honorable Mention in Spelling; Kairyn Miller received 
Honorable Mention in Spelling, Science, and Grammar. 
-Riley Jones for receiving Blue Ribbons on her photos sent to State Fair. One of them was also selected 
for a special display at the College of Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources at UNL. 
-Haddie Grubbs, who won a purple ribbon at State Fair 4-H in Public Speaking and will go to Nationals as an 
alternate. 
-BOE members were recognized at the NASB Awards of Achievement program at the Gering Regional 
Meeting on August 28, 2018: Charity May and Barb Cross - Level 5, Ronald Johnson and Grant Lerwick - 
Level 4, and Wittni Boettcher - Level 3. 
 
Motion Passed: Adopt the following Budget for Fiscal Year 2018-2019: General Fund Budget: 

$4,630,971, Taxes: $2,719,585.83; Depreciation Fund Budget: $500,094; Employee Benefit Fund Budget: 
$93,722; Activities Fund Budget: $144,301; School Nutrition Fund Budget: $138,000; Special Building Fund 
Budget: $271,795, Taxes: $121,212.12; TOTAL BUDGET: $5,778,883, TAXES: $2,840,797.95; TAX 
LEVY for General Fund: 0.876337, Special Building Fund: 0.039058. Passed with a motion by Wittni 
Boettcher and a second by Douglas Olsen. 
 

Motion Passed: WHEREAS, public notice was given at least four days in advance of a Special Public 

Hearing called for the purpose of discussing and approving or modifying the District’s Tax Requests for the 
2018-2019 school fiscal year for the General Fund, Bond Fund, Special Building Fund, and Qualified Capital 
Purpose Undertaking Fund of Banner County School District 04-0001; and, WHEREAS, such Special Public 
Hearing was held before the Board of Education of Banner County School District 04-0001 at the time, date, 
and place announced in the notice published in a newspaper of general circulation, all as required by law; 
and, WHEREAS, the Board provided an opportunity to receive comment, information and evidence from 
persons in attendance at such Special Hearing; and, WHEREAS, the Board after having reviewed the Dis-
trict’s Tax Requests for each said fund, and after public consideration of the matter, has determined that the 
Final Tax Requests as listed below are necessary in order to carry out the functions of the District, as deter-
mined by the Board for the 2018-2019 school fiscal year. NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT 
(1) the Tax Request for the General Fund should be, and hereby is set at $2,719,585.83; (2) the Tax Request 
for the Special Building Fund should be, and hereby is set at $121,212.12. Passed with a motion by Ron 
Johnson and a second by Wittni Boettcher. 
The complete minutes of every BOE meeting are posted on our website at www.bcswildcats.og and also in 

the Scottsbluff Star Herald.  
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